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From the Principal
Dear Parents Caregivers and Whānau,

This week our children have had the exciting
opportunity to participate in a trip to the Maritime
Museum. This learning experience builds on inquiry
learning from earlier in the year on the topic of
‘Migration’. During their visit the children had the
opportunity to go sailing and attend an Educator led
workshop on ‘Immigration and Identity’.

A reminder to please take the opportunity to complete
this form to help with Good Shepherd School’s
participation in our upcoming Catholic Character
review.

We have two exciting events coming up. Firstly we
have the Quiz Night this Saturday 7th September in
our Parish Hall. There are still tickets available for this
event if you would like to join. Thank you to Penny
Browne and the team for making this event possible. I
understand there are some great Silent Auction prizes
available on the night including ‘Principal for the Day!’

Secondly we have Grandparents Day which will be
celebrated with a Mass led by Monsignor Bernard
Kiely on Friday the 13th of September 11.30am in our

Parish Church. This term the mass doubles as our
community mass and so we strongly encourage all
whanau to prioritise this in their calendar. The children
are excited to share this experience with their family
and in particular their grandparents.

Finally the children of Room 6 will be leading us for
Whole School Prayers this Friday 6 September in our
Parish Church and as always whānau are welcome to
attend.

Te Atua ki a koe / God bless,
Ben Fahey

Upcoming Dates
3-6 Sept
11 Sept
13 Sept
16-20 Sept
19 Sept
23 Sept
23-27 Sept
27 Sept
29 Sept
14 Oct
22 Oct
23 Oct
28 Oct
01 Nov
11 Nov
12 Nov
14 Nov
27 Nov
04 Dec
12 Dec
13 Dec

Maritime Museum Trips
Catholic Schools Cross Country
Grandparents Day / School/Parish Mass
EPro8 for Year 6
Maori Mass
Calendar Art order close off date
Life Education Caravan at GSS
Term 3 ends
Daylight Savings Begins
Term 4 Begins
BoT Meeting
PTA Meeting
Labour Day (School Closed)
All Saints Day - 9:30am Mass
Teachers Only Day (School Closed)
GSS Athletics Day - Whole School
Photolife School Photos
PTA Meeting
End of Year Mass
GSS Christmas Concert
Term 4 Ends - Last Day of School

Whole School Prayers in Term Three:
Friday 2.45pm in church
Week 7 - Rm 6
Week 9 - Rm 3

Class Assemblies in Term Three:
Friday 2.15pm on the turf
Week 8 - Grandparents Day

Please look carefully, as some of these dates have
changed

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4qmTkgxorriYmFYZI8tXJ64L-GA2YpY6R2Lp84DJ8_wGU4A/viewform?usp=sf_link


Term Dates 2025
Term Start Finish

1 Tuesday 28 January Friday 11 April

2 Monday 28 April Friday 27 June

3 Monday 14 July Friday 19 September

4 Monday 06 October Friday 12 December

Te Kupu o te Wiki
Our kupu hou ki te wiki (new word for the week) is...

Whakarongo
Whakarongo means listen. You could use it in a
sentence like this:
“Whakarongo mai” which means "Listen to me”. We
are looking forward to Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori in Week
9 of this term.

Cans for Christmas!!!
LAST DAY TO BRING CANS TOMORROW.

Special Character
Catholic Character Review Whānau Survey
As a part of our triannual and upcoming Catholic
Character Review in week 8 the diocese would like to
gather some community voice. Please take the
opportunity to complete this form to help with Good
Shepherd's participation in this.

Māori Mass

Quick Links
Term Dates
Whats app Groups
School Uniform
Mitey Community Involvement
Attendance Dues
Good Shepherd Term 1 Overview
Good Shepherd Term 2 Overview
Good Shepherd Term 3 Overview
OSCA Forms
Good Shepherd Pre-Enrolment Forms
When to Contact School

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4qmTkgxorriYmFYZI8tXJ64L-GA2YpY6R2Lp84DJ8_wGU4A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19RlkkxCHT16riRAMVYqiDldP8FR84ija/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19RlkkxCHT16riRAMVYqiDldP8FR84ija/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19RlkkxCHT16riRAMVYqiDldP8FR84ija/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19RlkkxCHT16riRAMVYqiDldP8FR84ija/view?usp=sharing
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JVZQEEIsQtyLQT_v-DVvs7udMUsuHjvt/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KtoK19xC4DttBBUAuFESNyywj3DY1RUB3sRxqeG_FeU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19RlkkxCHT16riRAMVYqiDldP8FR84ija/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19RlkkxCHT16riRAMVYqiDldP8FR84ija/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19RlkkxCHT16riRAMVYqiDldP8FR84ija/view?usp=sharing


Good Shepherd Parish Mass times
We encourage all families to attend Mass together,
particularly those children who have completed the
Sacramental programme. Sunday Mass is at 9.30am.

Sport
Chess Lessons - Semester Three
Last chance to enrol by clicking this link
The final block of 10 lessons with Chess Master Mr.
McLaren begins Monday 2nd of September for
children who have played chess before and are in
Years 3 - 6. The tamariki that participate in these
lessons will sit official NZCF tests with those passing
having another opportunity to earn badges and
certificates.
Chess fees are $50 for this semester and will be
added to your child's 2024 school dues statement.

In and Around School
Reminder to check out our Highlights site for
even more photos and events from GSS....
Room 2

This week in maths, students took on a fun
problem-solving challenge! They worked together to
solve an open-ended question about Mr. Fahey's trip
to the fun fair, where he used 10 tickets. The students
explored different possibilities, discussing what rides
he might have gone on and how many tickets each
ride could have cost. It was a great exercise in
teamwork and creative thinking.

Room 2 had a great time at their Teddy Bear Picnic
this week! The students brought their favourite stuffed
toy and enjoyed eating together.

This week, students engaged in pair reading, taking
turns reading aloud and supporting each other in their
learning. Working together helped boost their
confidence through teamwork and encouragement.

Maritime Museum Trip
We have had an exciting week so far as each of our
classes embark on their trip to the Maritime Museum.
Children extended their learning of migration with a
classroom session, followed by an exhilarating sail out
in the Auckland harbour.

We extend a very warm welcome to the following
student and whānau who started with us
recently:

Allegra Duncan-Shepherd

Good Shepherd School
Grandparents’ Mass
Friday 13 September 2024
Programme of the day below:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-o1ZZiUwCbYe8l0JmSJs8GuZ2sruTAPt6ljg7j6Ies52Cqg/viewform?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/d/1Wc8xLJozA9q9dbdtNQEkLYcC92Mrd3iQ/p/1yTYQCIHs2kruD_3oHBB7debZP5xVfp2q/edit


Time Item Notes

11:30am Mass

12:30pm -
1:00PM

Class visit

1:00PM - 1:30PM Lunchtime Food/Drink for
sale

1:30PM Bell Return to class Visitors go to
the turf ready
for
performances

1:45PM Performances

2:15PM Return back to classrooms
(If whānau want to take
children home they must go
back to classrooms and let the
teacher know before taking
children home)

Information for Whānau
Joke of the Week
By Margit Rounds

“Why did the cow cross the road?”

Read to the bottom of the newsletter to find the
answer

Keeping Extended Whānau Informed
We have a lovely extended community at GSS. If you
have family members such as grandparents that
would benefit from receiving our school newsletters
and keeping up to date with school activities then
please email the school office
admin@goodshepherd.school.nz and we can add
them to our newsletter distribution list.

Enrolments at Good Shepherd School
We appreciate your efforts in letting us know about
siblings who are coming up for enrolment at Good
Shepherd and ask that you encourage any family and
friends who are thinking about enrolling their children
at our school to let our office know as soon as
possible.

Absences from School for Overseas Trips
At this time of year we receive a number of requests
for permission to take children out of school for family
holidays and trips overseas. Although there are
undoubtedly benefits and learning opportunities for
children in these situations, there is also a very real
impact on in-school teaching and learning. Please see
guidelines below to clarify for parents and caregivers
the impact of extended absences from school.

Letter to parents - Travelling overseas during term
time

Good Shepherd School Uniform Expectations
Please pay special attention to your child's uniform
and ensure they are wearing the correct uniform to
school, particularly to school shoes, hair, and
accessories.

Term 3 - Winter Uniform
Students wear winter uniforms. This includes black

socks and black shoes.
A watch and gold or silver ear studs are the only
jewellery permitted with the school uniform.
Religious & cultural taonga are allowed.

Sports Uniform: Compulsory for Years 4, 5 and 6.

Nail polish is not permitted on either fingers or toes.
Makeup may not be worn. Long hair must be tied
back. Hair accessories must be simple and either navy
blue or black. If your child is wearing non-uniform
items, please email the class teacher.

mailto:admin@goodshepherd.school.nz
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11wESoeqg7-rHnflPIktn6fPXlCHm2PLX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11wESoeqg7-rHnflPIktn6fPXlCHm2PLX/view?usp=sharing


Attendance Dues and Financial Assistance
Financial assistance applications need to be
underway by the 16th of September. These are
available to assist families who have made an attempt
to make payments but may need support with the
payment of Attendance Dues for preference students
attending both primary and secondary Catholic
schools in Auckland Diocese. If your family is facing
financial difficulties, please contact Ilana asap in the
school office, your Parish Priest, or Auckland
Common Fund Ltd at the Catholic Diocese of
Auckland on 09-360-3069 for further information.
Application forms for this assistance are available
from school and parish offices, or can be downloaded
from the Catholic Diocese of Auckland Website -
please click here.

GSS PTA NEWS

Calendar Art

QUIZ NIGHT - TWO MORE SLEEPS

Sign up here: Quiz Volunteer Sign Up

BYO Platter on the night - prize for the best platter!

Thank you to our Quiz Night Sponsors

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/ACFL-Financial-Assist-Forms-2023.pdf
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__docs.google.com_document_d_1BpLES1QpRHSEyeK56hp4quYwvCviwTUV8G4Z2IylpeA_edit-3Fusp-3Dsharing&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=A_svrjHwWxxDMK0kBY0qbtF_Qo5vDOTj5nIpBweSZwM&m=MswzMYJEzXAJSQyFWUB2_zbcUxyvOaqYGkRqkdRu3cIEztZPdtUDmup-0rtd9rvG&s=MLBfxZKPBWQEYgolOZtJmVmh-9mVrKy_UnqlDFfsCWE&e=


Grandparent’s Day Mass - WE NEED YOUR
HELP

Sushi, Pizza’s & Moosies
This Term, sushi will be available on the following
dates:

Friday 06 September
Friday 20 September
Friday 27 September

Orders are taken online only via Kindo.

** Please note, there will be no sushi or moosies on
Friday 13th September due to Grandparents Day.

Pizza will be available on the following dates: Tuesday
24th September.

Ordering has been set up on Kindo for all the sushi
dates this term. You can order for as many weeks in
advance as you like. Sushi orders close at 8.30am on
the day of the delivery. You can also cancel a sushi
order up until 8.30am on the day of the delivery.

Moosies are also able to be ordered through Kindo
and have been set up on Kindo for all of the Moosie
dates this term. You can also order Moosies for as
many weeks in advance as you like. Moosie orders
close at 8.30am on the day of the orders. You can
cancel a Moosie order up until 8.30am on the day of
delivery.

If you have ordered a Moosie from Kindo, please
remind your child they MUST line up outside Room 2
at lunchtime, after they are released from
sitting/eating time. Moosie monitors are not able to
find children once lunch begins.

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__shop.tgcl.co.nz_app_shop_kindo_sushi-5Flunch&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=A_svrjHwWxxDMK0kBY0qbtF_Qo5vDOTj5nIpBweSZwM&m=3rtmwksrYn9z5hdcUVaqvFjNL5L6z8csnVRlucIDhFX6x2zj1angFUhbmg8v3XGg&s=j8pCnxGEcmj754fJImMFr53vU0Yi5Po4NaelR18zc_c&e=

