AFTER YEARS AT SCHOOL

To meet the standard
your child will be learning to:

If your child is meeting the Writing
Standard after three years at school...

@ think about, record and communicate
experiences, ideas and information

@ organise their writing using a basic structure,
e.g., writing a text with a beginning, a
middle and an end

...they will be working towards writing at
curriculum level 2.

write for a range of purposes that are linked
to the curriculum, e.g., a report for social
sciences

@ write mainly simple (and sometimes
complex) sentences that have different
beginnings and lengths

@ use some words that are specifically about
the topic and chosen for the audience

often correctly spell words they use, and use
what they know about sounds in words to
try to work out how to spell unknown words

build on their knowledge of punctuation
and use it more often.

In this writing,
the child has:

used a title, subheadings,
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This example of student writing has been reproduced by kind permission of the writer © Crown 2009.

Work together...

Help support your child’s learning by building a good relationship with your child’s teacher,
finding out how your child is doing and working together to support their learning.
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numbered steps and
captions on their pictures

@ correctly spelt most of
the words and proofed
their writing

@ used words that suit
the story — “compost”,
“worms”.
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SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S WRITING

(

WRITING

AT HOME

Talk about interesting words with

your child, especially ones that are

fun to say, like “hippopotamus” or
“ringaringa”. Short and simple games
could involve finding how many little
words can be found in the word ‘elephant’.

Keep writing fy,
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Work together on the small word games found in the
children’s section (or word section) of the newspaper.

Make up a story or think of a pakiwaitara (legend)
or traditional tale and act it out with costumes and
music, write down the names of the characters or
tipuna (ancestors).

Make up a play with your child.
You could help your child to write
the play down. Use puppets they
design and make themselves to
give a performance to the family.

Y~ Supporting your child’s writing

Talk to your child about what you are writing
— let them see you making lists, writing
emails, paying bills.

Keep envelopes, banking slips, forms you
don’t need so that your child can do their own
‘grown up’ writing.

Display your child’s writing where others can
admire and read it.

‘ * Play with words. Thinking of interesting words
and discussing new ones can help increase the
words your child uses when they write — look
words up in the dictionary or on the Internet
or talk to family and whanau members to
learn the whakapapa (origins) of the words.

and use any excyse
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Be a role model. Show your
child that you write for all
sorts of reasons. Let them
see you enjoying writing.
You can use your first

K

i oca Nq,,‘m/!
Hou is o0,
week 90ing?

e ace having a
Fon time hece
Love feom
D;riu«,;a

Writing for a reason

Writing for a real purpose can help your
child want to write. For example, sending
thank-you cards, typing emails or writing
and posting small notes.

Personalising notes by cutting, decorating,
sticking or stamping are great skills for co-
ordinating fingers and being creative.

Postcards are a good size for a sentence or
two and they are cheap to post, too.

* Encourage your child to write what

- they need to pack for a holiday, to _
write out your shopping items or

lists of jobs that you might need

to remember.

Talk about what
your child writes.

Be interested. If you
don’t understand what
your child’s picture
or story is about,

ask them to explain.

language - this helps your
child’s learning, too.

Support your child...

As parents, family and whanau you play a big part in your child’s learning
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every day, and you can support and build on what they learn at school too.
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