
Work together... 
Help support your child’s learning by building a good relationship with your child’s teacher, 

finding out how your child is doing and working together to support their learning.

AFTER          YEAR AT SCHOOL11

...they will be reading books at green level on the 
colour wheel.

They will understand the stories they read, use many 
words that they already know, and will be able to 
check that their reading sounds like talking.

If  your child is meeting the Reading 
Standard after one year at school… 

As your child reads this story they might:

 talk about what might happen next 

 think about how their grandparents and parents 

got to school

 talk about other things that are different now 

from what they were like in the past

 use what they know about other words to work 

out ones they don’t know. 

The pictures should also help them to solve the 

word or check they have got the word right.

The Way it Was 
by Dot Meharry,

illustrated by Spike Wademan

The colour  

wheel levels  

begin at  

magenta where  

the books are  

simple, and move  

through red, yellow and  

blue to green, getting slightly harder and  

more complex at each colour. Your child  

will cover the orange to gold levels in their  

second and third years at school.
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To meet the standard  
your child will be learning to:

 understand and talk about the stories they read

 share favourite parts with others

 use groups of letters they know to check or work 

out some new words

 recognise and use many commonly-used words

 read smoothly

 enjoy reading and solving problems as they read.

Green level books look like this:

 AT SCHOOL
Reading
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SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S READING

 Reading at home should be fun and easy –  

something you both look forward to; a time  

for laughter and talk.

 Share the reading, take turns or see whether  

your child wants to read or be read to today.

 All children like to be read to, so keep reading to them. 

You can read in your first language.

 Visit the library together to help them choose  

books to share.

 Read emails from family or whänau aloud.

 Play card and board games together.

Make reading fun

Support your child... 
As parents, family and whänau you play a big part in your child’s learning 

every day, and you can support and build on what they learn at school too.

AT HOME

 Talk about pictures in books. 

 Talk about the learning they are doing  

and what they are most interested in.

 Sing waiata and songs, make up rhymes  

together – the funnier the better.

 Be a role model. Let your child see you  

enjoying reading and talk about what  

you are enjoying.

 Share favourite books, point out words on signs,  

shops and labels, read poems and play word games 

like “I Spy” and “Simon Says…”

Talk about reading

If  your child is  
stuck on a word: 
•	 wait a few seconds, give them  a chance to think... •	 if  they are still stuck, help them to try  to work the word out by saying “read the  sentence again and think what would make sense”. Ask “could it be…?” (and give a  word that might fit). The pictures also help  them check they have got the right word… •	 if  they still can’t work out the word,  tell them and praise their efforts. Remember, reading should be fun. 

Talk a lot to your child 

while you are doing 

things together. Use  

the language that  

works best for you  

and your child.

Reading is a great chance for you and your child 

to spend special time together. Make reading:

 quiet and relaxing

 a time to sit close to your child

 10–15 minutes without interruption,  

away from the TV

 an enjoyable, interesting and special time

 a time to praise your child for making  

an effort.

Make it a special time together

Help your child to link 

stories to their own life. 

Remind them about 

what they have done 

when a similar thing 

happens in the story. 

READING
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